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+, THURSDAY, Drcxunrn 1, . i 
on Occaſion of the firſt Aſſembling 1 

| ee in the ch e 1 

Saemcrvagr in ſaid Place. 5 
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bh A Meeting 0 the Inhabitants 0 


SIN TON Pariſb, on . edneſday, zoth 
November, A. D. 1774, legally 
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T the ſame Meeting, Voted, That 
- it be the Minds of this Society to 
Application to the Rev. James 


L allingford, to preach - 
V2 Dedication Sermon in our New Meet- 


Y Os, ing-Houſe, on the firſt Day of Decem 


—— 


8 next, at 11 0 Clock Forenoon. 
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0 THOU THAT HEAREST PRAYER, vxto 
THEE SHALL ALL FLESH co. 
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HAT I propoſe from the words is, firſt, 


the bearer of prayer. os 


a. .SEconDLY, To evince the reaſonableneſs ad uni- 
verſal obligation of rel yorſhip.. Unto thee 
Hall all fleſh come. 

1 Tnuinplr, To make application of che ſubjedt to 
the preſent occaſion, _ 

1. Lew us, firſt, "contemplate, hs. Duty under 

the character of the bearer of prayer. . 

TrREE things are implied in this men 
acquaintance with the various wants of the dependent 


, creation---ability to fopply. Fen, and Aa readineſs to 
{do ſo 


Beſt, This repreſentation of Gop : as the hearer of 


prayer ſuppoſeth that he is perfectly acquainted with 
the various wants of the dependent creation. Prayer 
proceeds on a preſumption, that the object to whom 
it is addreſſed is preſent and ſees us when we pray--- 
knows what things we aſk :- and with what views we 
aſk them: Otherwiſe the beſtow ment of them could 


not be fad to be in anſwer to Pray er, or an evidence 


n . chat 
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a Gov heareth it. Yea, it is preſumed; that 
knows what things we have need of befor ore we a 
him; it not being the end of prayer io inform Gop. 
Whenever we proſtrate ourſelves at his footſtool, 
we implicitly. declare our perſuaſion, that he knows 
better than we what is really needful, convenient or 


beſt for us Whatever we make requeſt for, we refer 


to him the time and manner of being heard At leſt 


if we have the ſpirit of prayer, we reſign ourſelves and 


qur circumſtances to his all-wiſe diſpoſal;' - For © this 
js the confidence that we have in him, that if we 


alk any thing according 10 his will, he heareth us.“ 
No ſuch reference and reſignation | of ourſelves to 

4 will of another is grounded in this, Na his 
Judgment 4 is better than our own. 


Trtre are an infinite number ef p 


all living, no particular worſhipper, or aſſembly of 


vworſhippers, can be ſure that he is preſent with him 
or them, and acquainted with the petitions preferred 
to him. Tet private prayer and public worflip have 
been upheld in all times, and more or leſs among all 


nations: Which proves the general conſent of man- 


\ kind to this truth, that Gop ſeeth them, altho* no 
man hath at any time ſeen him. The e confeſ- 


ſed this in that ſaying, which St. Paul bros from 


one of them, For «ve are alſo bis off: ſpring. + 5 
Wuo hath taught us more than the beaſts of the 
earth, and made us wiſer than the fowls of heaven ? 
Wao hath n bx. cg beings, that excel in 


intellectual 


„ 


v ebnti- a 
mually aſcending to God" from all arts of the 
-univerſe, - which is his great temple. Theſe are a 
declaration of the common faith of his erbatures in 
his infinite perfections - particplarly his immenſity 
and infinite knowledge. For if he be not preſent 
every where, and fully acquainted with the wants of 


1 


Bw 


[ 


h 
inte lloctual diſeernment, with their exalted capacities 


ho ſittet on the circle of Ibe earth, and ſeeih under 
the whole beuuen- - bat ſtretehelh aut the heavens as 4 


B there, then, any crcature that is not manifeſt in 
« his fight?” any thing that is not naked and open 


eto the eyes of him with whom we have to do? He 
„that planted the ear, ſhall he nat hear? he that 
formed the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? he that teacheth 


1 man knowledge, ſhall he not know?“ Can he be 
ignorant of any thing that relates to us, or that 
takes place throughout the univerſe? When our 


own hearts condemn or approve the moſt retired: 


parts of our conduct, yea, our in ward tho'ts and de- 


ſigns, do they not atteſt to us, that there is a being 
who ſeeth in ſecret? to whom we are accountable? 
who wilb reward or puniſh: openly? Should the queſ- 
tion be put, Whether we can act, or ſpeak, or con- 


_ ceive a thought without the divine knowledge ? no- 
thing is plainer than the anſwuer, if we aſk our own. 


* 


hearts. We are compelled to goin with the pſalmiſt 


_ Cience. and univerſal providence, Pſalm cxxxix. at 
' the beginning: O Lonxp, thou haſt ſearched me, 


and known me. Thou knoweſt my down: ſitting, 


© thought afar off. Thou compaſſeſt my path, and 
my lying down, and art acquainted with all my 


* ways.” &c. ' Agreeable to this full profeſſion of 


his all- ſeeing providence, we read, © The eyes of the 
_ & Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and 


+ the good. I the Logo ſearbh the heart, I try the 


e reins, even to give to every man according ta his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 


. «' Am 
* 5 A 5 * 4 
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dle father of ſpirits---in whom is ug darkneſs. at alk-- 


curtain, and fpreadeth them aut as à tent to dwell in. 


in his deyout acknowledgment of the divine omniſ- 
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Aera Gob at hand, and not 2 Go afar or ? 
Can any hide himſelf in ſecret places that I ſhall 
«not ſee him, - ſaith the LoD? do not I fill heaven 
Wo and earth, ſaith the Loꝶx D?“ He, therefore, knows 
* what our exigeneies are, and what is a proper ſupply 
| to them,” Were not his knowledge infinite, it woulfT 
| be altogether as abſurd to pray to the Gop of tbe fois 
3 rits-of- all fleſh, as to the deities the pagans adored, 
£7 graven by art and man's device, *Tis\ matter of conſo-' 
1 £ lation, and an encouragement to pour out our hearts 
7 before God, that the wants we feel, but may not be 
able to expreſs, are perfectly known to him. 
+ Secondly, Prayer further ſuppoſeth that the ob; jest 
of it is able codfupphp our wants. It equally Ties 


of {clt-ſufficiency in fallen creatures. 1s apt to prevent 
the acknowledgement of their dependence i in many 
inſtances where they cannot but ſee and feel it. They 

will not, then, profeſs their dependence on an objecł, 

which they themſelves think inſufficient. 2 . 
wou'd be the ſame abſurdity in praying to one who 
is ſuppoſed unable to grant our 8 to one 1 
ſuppoſed altogether ignorant of-aheins 12079) i qi 
Tut creation and conſervation! of the e — 


but Gop can perform all things fo for 1 Was the uni- 
verſe ſelf-made ? Is it felfpreſerved'? If neither, then 
its formation, order, and continuance to chis day, 
proclaim the eternal power and ane, Þ of a: felf- 
exiſtent being. Divine all- _— inſeperably 


connected with independence---abſolte: univerſal do. 
minion and propriety in created nature are implied 
herein. The earth is the Loxp's, and the fajnefs 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.“ 
His enabling other cr bcings.to go for us in the various 
e perde 


a belief of his power as of his knowledge. The ſpirit. 


ourſelves in particular, leave no —_ to ee Ws 


1. i 


teſpeſts and degrees we experience, ſhews. thas ky 
muſt himſelf be able to do exceeding abundantly abovg 


all that we can aſk or think, Whatever good wo 


him, who upholds all things in their mutual relati« 
ons and dependence, who performs his pleaſure in 
all places of his dominion, we infer, that he is mighty 
in ftrength, as well as wiſe in bearb. chat " all thing 
are poſſible with Go. 

Thirdly, He is as good as he is grear, Know. 
ledge and power, detached from goodneſs, afford at 
left as much reaſon for fear and ſuſpicion, as for 
hope and confidence. The object in whom they 
reſide is able to hurt us, and diſcerns by what means 


effectually to do it, as well as to do us good» 


Without this further ſecurity, that power and wif 


dom will be employ'd da our welfare, what foyn-- 


dation is there for prayer? But if it be magifeſft 
that our maker not only knows what we nec 

and is able to grant our petitions; but is alſo ready 
to hear us when we pray, then nothing is wanting 
as a foundation to a rational, fixed truſt in him, 
and application to him under all our exigencies. 


Now hath Gop left himſelt without witneſs of his 
| gagdneh ? Are not the various orders of greatures, 


heaven and carth, rational and irrational, the 


ſubjedts of it perpetually ? Do they nat live, and 


move, and have their being in him ? The various ca- 


. pacities of happineſs ſuperior and inferior orders of 
Creatures are endowed wich- the correſpondent en- 


joy ments, rational and animal, provided for them, 
and in which they conſtantly partake---thoſe alſo 


which they have in expectation, are evidences of 
the abundant goodneſs or that parenT, © of whom 
dhe uh 


derive from the creatures being ultimately from 


wok family in Deu and earth i is name * 


„„ 


(wo). 155 
Dem whom comes every good and perfett gift---who 
— or the fruits of ba We te, brow 
| who delighteth in exerciſing loving-kindneſs. Ve- 
tily, he © is good to all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. The eyes of all wait on 
e him, and he giveth them their meat in due ſea- 


T ſon. He heareth the ravens when they cry. A 


4 ſparrow doth not fall to the ground without 
him.“ Doth he take care of the brute creation, 
and forget his reaſonable off-ſpring ? Is he not 
„Kind to the unthankful and to the evil?“ Is 
de not good to his profeſſing people? and pecu- 
larly to the upright in hrt? Are no © the eyes of 
„ the Lozp upon the righteous, and his ears open 
& to their cry ?” Do not his angels encamp round 
them ? Are they not “ ſent forth to miniſter for 
them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation ?” The in- 
ference from theſe things is that which the pious 
pſalmiſt makes: Truſt in him at all times, ye 
people, pour out your hearts before him. My 
« foul wait thou only upon Gop ; all my expec- 
* tation is from him.” 2 FF 
Wiꝛix have mentioned Gov's providential care of his 
creatures as a proof that he is good---eſpecially his 
care of the righteous, as this ſhews that his goodneſs 
is directed by wiſdom, and is not an undiſtinguiſh. 
ing inclination to conter happineſs. (On which 
ſuppoſition prayer would be needleſs : It goodneſs 
were not under the direction of wiſdom, it would 
be immaterial whether we ſacrificed, or facrifhced 
not.) But the ſame thing, even the divine good- 
neſs, his readineſs to © fulfil the deſires? eſpecially 


of ſuch as love, fear and truſt in him, is ſtill more 


abundantly evident from REDEMPTION. © If any 
* man fin, we haye an Advocate with the father, 
; | S PETS | = Tz SUS , 


5 1 ( 1150 . 


* Jesus CnrisT the righteous; and he is the 


propitiation for- - the ſins of the whole world.” 
Gov the father hath appointed his only-begotten 
ſon a mediator of atonement and - interceſſion. 
Seeing then that we have a great high-+prieft, 
that is paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus the ſon 
of Gop, let us hold faſt our profeſſion. For 
* we have not an high-prieſt, which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmitres's 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
« yet without fin. Let us, therefore, come bold- 
ly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.“ 
Tux affection of earthly parents doth but faint+ 
ly repreſent the divine compaſſion. © They may 
forget.“ or change, or be governed by caprice z 


but Gop eannot. His goodnels is an immutable 


- diſpoſition to communicate happineſs in the wiſeſt 


manner and proportion. He that ſpared not 


„ his own ſon, but delivered him up for us all; 


how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 


all things?” „„ 

Tus mediation of Chriſt diſplays, in an illuſtri- 

ous manner, the character in which the deity is 

exhibited in the text. It exemplifies him as the 

hearer of prayer. It is the ſtrongeſt encouragement 
to, and mightily emboldens in, this great duty. 

If the ſenſe of our own unworthineſs and finfulneſs 
might make us fear to liſt up our eyes to heaven ; 


yet when we conſider, that Gop hath highly ex- 
alted his only begotten ſon, that in tbe name of Jt + 
sus every knee might bow before hun, we are war- 
ranted and animated to draw near in full aſſurance 


of faith,” For“ worthy is the lamb that was 
% flain,” He who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
IO And 
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nd now appeareth in the preſence of God as Our 
advocate, is no other than © the image of the in- 
e viſible Gop, the brightneſs of his glory“ in 
whom Gop was ' manifeſ in the fleſh. © Thro' 
him it is that we have acceſs by one ſpirit unto 
. . e the father. Him he heareth always.“ Nor can 
3 ve doubt but “ Rx is able to ſave to the utter- 
=: „ moſt all that come unto Gop by him, ſeeing he 
1 e ever liveth to make interceſſion for us.“ So that 
however unworthy and ſinful we are in ourſelves, | 
: pFet being allowed eo make uſe of- the redemption 
pn be has wrought out, and his prevalent interceſſion, 
adãs an argument to our being heard, we cannot waht 
8 - inducements to © pray always with all prayer.” 
| Alking in his name, as his diſciples, we ſhall re- 
ceive. Every one that aſketh, receiveth ; arid 
ht that ſeeketh, findeth; and to him that knock- 
e eth, it ſhall be opened. Gop grveth the hour 


e $pjrIT (which is more than all _ bleſſings) 

=_: * fo them that aſk him.” | 
=_ ? FroM theſe things it ſufficiently ma I truſt, 

_ * the DziTY is with great truth and reaſon de- 


ſcribed as the bearer of prayer and that whether we 
rconſider his Euowlüedge of our wants, or his ability or 
Wo! _ © readineſs to ſupply them, Nor is there any other to 
whom this character belongs---any other adequate 
dDdject of ſupreme religious worſhip. For © though 


+ La e there be many that are called gods, yet to us 
s there is but one Gop, The gods of the nations 
41 ã are vanity and a lye. They have mouths, but 
_— de they ſpeak not; eyes have they, but they ſee 
=_ * not; ears have they, but they hear not. They 


e that make them, are like unto them: So is eve- 
try one that truſteth in them. O Iſrael, truſt in 
5 the Lord; he is their help and their ſhield, 


83 
nr 
+ 


( 29" -) 
« He that keepeth Iſrael never ſlumbers nor 
-The confidence of all the ends of the earth--- 
« he fainteth not, neither is weary : There is no 
« ſearching of his underſtanding.” ng 
II. Tnis reminds us of the next think propos, 
viz. From the character here aſcribed to Gop to 
argue the reaſonableneſs and univerſal obligation 
of prayer. O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee 
5 ſpall all fleſh come.” 
Oun indigence wou'd be no ſufficient argument 
for prayer, were there not ſome obje& in whom we 


may confide for the ſupply of all our neceſſities. 
If there be ſuch an object, whoever it is, to him it 


is fitting all fleſh ſhould come---prgfelling their 
own emptineſs, and belief of his fulnefs . petition- | 


ing the ſupply of their various wants---giving 


thanks for favors paſt---confeſſing their own un- 


worthineſs---and referring to his ſuperior wiſdom | 
the time and manner of anſwering their petitions, 


On what eaſier terms than aſeing for them can we 


deſire the bleſſings of life and godlinefs ? of time 
and eternity? If we can claim them as a debt, this 
indeed might be a reaſon why we ſhould not pray. 

For prayer is requeſting ſomething as matter of 
grace and favor, Can the creature, then, be profit- 
able to the creator? Exiſtence was a gift at firſt--- 
its continuance every moment depends on the plea- | 
ſure of him that gave it: And what have we, 
which we did not receive ? Are any diſtinguiſhed 
in natural endowments, in avidin advantages, in 
attainments intellectual or moral ? #/þo maketh | 
them to differ? 

Ir we are indebted to Gop for all we have « or 
expect, then every enjoyment is entirely immerit- 


td, Had we never“ ſinned, and some ſhort of 
the 
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4 4 SN 1 as. loty of Gor,” (as we all have) hs continu- 
3 5 75 of our being, with all the ſupports and deligats 
1 of it, muſt have been owing to free bounty. Angels, 


4 "who nev y" rebelled, may juſtly ſay, © we are unpro- 
IF „ fitable Irvants: we have done that which was 
+, dur duty to do.” But we are ſo far from havin 
merited the good things we enjoy or ne d, that had 
ve received our deſerts, the Gob that formed us out 
1 of nothing, would have conſigned us to a ſtate 
* oh - worſe than not to be. © It is of the Loxp's mercies 
Ws that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions 

7 de fail not. 9 75 17 
- Cons1DtRING, therefore, our devendance on Gop 
RT 1... eg gift our unworthineſs of all the mer- 
©; cy and truth wherein he paſſeth before us.-----our 
vil and obnoxiouſneſs to his wrath---conſidering 
Allo that he delighteth in mercy---s pleaſed to en- 
courage our addreſſes to his throne of grace---and 
even to beſeech us toaſkof him bleſſings of the high- 
eſt importance.---Is it not ous reaſonable. ſervice in 
every thing by prayer and ſupplication,with thankſgiving, 
to make known our requeſts unto Gop ? The neglect 
of prayer is an implicit declaration, that we have 
need of nothing; or are able to ſupply our own 
exigencies; or merit all that we receive: While in 
truth we need more and greater things than we 
have any dilin& perception of---are inſufficient 
of ourſclves for any thing and deſerve nothing but 
the diſmal effects of our maker's diſpleaſure. His 
all- ſuffciency and great mercies, together with our 
* own dependance and ſinfulneſs, being acknowledg- 
ed, tis fitting we ſhould preſerve and cheriſh 2 2 
{enſe of them. This can be done only by expli- 
it, frequent and fervents acts of devotion, 
Prayer nde to nouriſh and keep alive a gene of 
our 
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3 
our neceſſities and Gop's powerful goodneſs. Toex- 
preſs before him, in fixed ſolemn acts of worſhip, the 
conviction we have of his being, providence & moral 
overnment; of our neceſſary dependance and deep 
indebtedneſs, conduceth to heighten our gratitude 
for paſt mercies---to give us a more lively impreſ- 
ſion of that being from whom we are to expect fu- 
ture ones---to keep us humble and temperate in 
proſperity---patient and reſigned in adverſity---to 
calm our paſſions---to make us juſt and charitable, 


« tender-hearred, forgiving one another, as G 


“for Chriſt's ſake forgiveth us.“ . 
Who then, that hath any proper ſenſe of a 


Gov or providence, will omit prayer? or fail; by 


his own example, to encourage it in others? Pray- 
er is, indeed, the natural product of an heart ſuit- 
ably affected with the divine perfections, and a ſenſe 
of our having to do with him as the author and 
{upport of our being: our ſupreme ruler, and final 
judge. For ont of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh. Such an heart is its own prompter 
to this great duty. We pray, to expreſs the ſenſe 
we have of Gop's incomprehenſible greatacſs and 


glory, and our own littlenefs and vileneſs-=and, by 


expreſſing, to improve this ſenſe, that we may 
walk with him habitually. Daily proftrations be- 
fore him much conduce to our living as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible. Can we recognize his per- 


tections and our obligations to his goodneſs 


ſeek his guidance and bleſſing in all our con- 


cerns ? commit ourſelves to his guardianſhip, and 


refer our circumſtances to his diſpoſal, without 
feeling the influence hereof on our general tem- 
per and behavior ? If we, for inſtance, offer him 
the firſt fruits of our thoughts“ in the morning, 
Ee, Aud 
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and ar abr commit curfalvig to bis protection who 
never ſlumbers nor ſleeps---if we implore his bleſſ- 


ing on, and return him thanks for, the bounties 
x of his providence, which we daily partake in---if 
5 we ſtatedly - worſhip him in his ſanctuary 3 will 
1 not this help to promote ſuch a ſenſe 4 ral ion 
2s is implied in walking with Gop ? Tis golf ble, 
indeed, that the things of religion, by paſling fre- 
1 quently through the mind, may come to have a leſsse 
- 1 impreſſion and influence, At the ſame time, it, can- 
a not be ſuppoſed but mankind muſt ſoon fall into a 
3 total ignorance and forgetfulneſs of Gop, ſhould 
4 the explicit acknowledgement of him be laid aſide. 
1 This truth has been wofully exemplified in ages 


paſt among the pagan nations, and 1s at this day in 
places deſtitute of the goſpel---yea in thoſe which 

. enjoy it, but ſupport no ſtated public worſhip, 
| Without public worſhip, there cannot be private: 
And without the worſhip of Gop, there cannot bo 


4ãꝛſeinſe of his providence and our accountableneſs. 
90K Tux primitive diſciples of the goſpel had fo clear 
5 | bY 2 conviction of the importance of public worſhip, 


that © even in the ſharpeſt perſecutions, the chriſ- 
tian aſſemblies, though it may not be ſo openly 
« as in time of peace, were conſtantly held and fre- 
« quented : And whoever did not chooſe to endure 
. $% the moſt cruel death, rather than preſerve his life 
* by abſenting himſelf, was chought unworthy to 
1333 be called 2 chriſtian. 4 
Mo Moxzz immediate reſpect is had in the text to ſocial 
1 public worſhip ; as appears, not only from the form 
of expreſſion, but alſo from the matiner of begin- 
ning the Pſalm, Praiſe waiteth for thee, O Gov, 18 
27 10N. | Though the divine Preſence Kills immenſi- 
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F 
ere is a ſenſe in which Gov is preſent in 


heaven, and not on earth: The former is the place 
of his glorious reſidence the habitation of his 

* holineſs and glor 
ſenſe in which he is {aid to 


F: 


y.” There is alſo a peculiar. 
be preſent in the public 
pers on earth: "The ta- 


mblies of his worſhi e ta 
men, and he will dwell, 


bernacle of Gop is wit 


with 
ſanctuary. 15 Here will I dwell ;: for I have deſired 
« It. This is my reſt forever. The Logy hath 


te 
cc 
tt 


« 


He recordeth his name in his 


choſen Zion: he hath deſired it tor his habita- 
tion, I will abundantly bleſs her proviſion. 1 
will alſo cloathe her prieſts with ſalyation : And 
her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. Gop 


is repreſented as dwelling between the cherighins---in' 
alluſion to the two cherubims of gold, placed 
at the end of the mercy feat, which, by their 
wings extended forward, ſeemed to form a throne. 
for the majeſty of Gop; and the ark itſelf was as 
it were his footſtool, in which were depoſited the 
tables of the law.” The coverin 


.called the mercy ſeat. 
| Moſes, * thou ſhall put the mercy ſeat above up- 


of the ark is 
op inſtructed 


on the ark, and in the ark thou ſhalt put the 


te 


teſtimony that I ſhall give thee: And there 1 
will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 
from above the mercy ſeat, from between the two 


* cherubims, which are upon the ark of the teſ- 


* 


ed to be a type 


timony.“ ] The mercy teat is generally ſuppoſ- 
of Chriſt, who is the propitiation 
for our ſins, and the end of the law for rightcouſne/? 
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to believers. And as the altar of incenſe was placed 
before the mercy ſeat, where Gop faid to Moſes, 
J will meet with thee; in 


alluſion to this 


Excd xxv. 18, 23. 


1 1 . 


Roy 


| paſſage i in the reyclation ot St. 7 0 TY where the 
Angel of the covenant is deſcribed * ſtanding at 
«the altar, having a golden | eenfer, and much 
« incenſe, that he ſhould offer it Wich the prayets 
„of all ſaints upon the golden altar, which was 
« before the throne. And the ſmoke of the in- 
« cenſe aſcended vp! before Gon out of the Angels 
« hand. os Sf} 42091 

Unves the Jewiſh Uiſpenſativn," Gov? $ people 
were directed to aſſemble for his worſhip at one 
choſen place. His temple was fixed at Jeruſalem. 
Thither “ the tribes went up, the tribes of the 
„* Lonp unto the teſtimony of Ifrael, to give, 
« thanks unto the name of the Loxp.“ But the 
ſame Logp over all, who is rich unto all that call up- 
on him, having, under the chriſtian inſtitution, 
broken down the wall of partition between Jews 
and Gentiles, hath therewith aboliſhed the ancient 
diſtinction as to the place of worſhip. Hence 
our ſaviour inſtructed the Samaritan' woman, „the 
% hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this moun- 
<« tain, (Gerizim) nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhi 
ce the father. But the true worſhippers Mall wor- 
« ſhip the father in ſpirit and in truth: For the 
« father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him.“? 

IT is left to the diſcretion of chriſtians to ap- 
point the place moſt convenient for them to aſ- 
ſemble together in a religious manner: But the 
obligation in general thus to aſſemble, at ſtated 
ſeaſons, is indiſpenſible; the oninterrupted prac- 
tice of the primitive chriſtians in this reſpect hav- 
ing the force of a poſitive divine command. 
The vom of the father in ſpirit and truth, 

recom- 


Rev. viii. 34. Fxod, xxx, 6. Eph. v. 2. R rw. viii 34 
faba iv. 20, 24. 
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recommended by our ſaviour, is not to be under 
ſtood in contra · diſtinction from external, public wor... 
ſhip in general; but from the rites of worſhip i un. | 
der the Jewiſh economy; It confiſts, indeed, in 
worſhipping with the heart: But this internal wor? 
ſhip could not be maintain'd in ont preſent frait* | 
ſtare} without ſome external rites; which the au- 
thor of our religion would not have ordained, Had? 
—— no occaſion for them. © How there can 
be ſotial worſhip' without audtble religious per- 
formances---or how a ſociety of chriſtians! can be 
ſaid to agree together as touching any matter they. 
ſhall-aſk, unlets their petitions are expreſſed in 
words, remains to be explained by a certain deno- 
mination of chriſtians, Whoſe aſſemblies ate fre. 
quently broke up without the utterance of a ſin- 
Ble word during che time of their being together. 
Wi may add, that prayers, praiſes, Ec. thowld” 
nor only be expreſſed in words, but in language 
underſtood” by the worſhipping afſembly. Joint 
er in an untnoton longue is as great an abſurdi- 

ty (to ſay the leaſt) as joint prayer not uttered at 
all. Except we pray with the mder ſtanding, we' 
cannot be faid,in any proper ſenſe, to pray. Nor 
would I intimate, that praying with the /p7y1t is leſs 
neceſſary. The meer ſaying over ſo many word, 
however ſuitable and intelligible, cannot deferve 
the name of a prayer. To be ſure it cannot be 
pray ing in faitb. And let not that man, who doth 
not aſk in faith, think be ſhall receive any thing of the. 
Lonp. At the ſame time, praiſing Gop with our 
tongues is the natural effect of devotion of ipirit. 
Is the heart fixed? doth it exult in "Gor? our glo- 
ry alſo will give him praiſe, and not be ſilent. One 
ge end of our being endowed with che faculty 


of 


6029 


of Fpecch, was that we might extol our maker 
with. our voices. Our tongue is ſtiled our glory: 
Therewith Bleſs we Gop. The apoſtle recommends) 


it to chriſtians, with one mouth, as well as one 


und, to © glorify Gop even the father of our 
Load Jzsus CRRIsT. T 55 0 


4 
. 


To queſtion the neceſſity and advantage of in- 
ſtitured worſhip argues great weakneſs, or great 
perverſcneſs, Þ 

worſhips Gop in his family and. cloſer, find the 


ardour of his devotion abated by joining with o: 


thers alike piouſiy diſpoſed ? Doth not this rather: 
ſerve; to engage and fix his attention? To in- 
ſpire him more and more with the ſpirit of grace and 
upplication? to encreaſe his holy affections? A ſo - 
ciety of chriſtians, agreeing to give Gop the glory 
due to his name; unitedly thanking and praiſing 
him; magnifying his works of wonder and o 
grace; give wings to each others devotion, and 
are an emblem of = church in heaven, employed: 


inceſſantly in divine adoration. He muſt have a 


had heart indeed, who doth not find himſelf be. 
nefited by frequently mingling with a numerous 
aſſembly, who keep holy day. The leaſt attention 
to the time, the place, the end of convening to- 
gether, or obſervation of the reverent behaviour- 
af. others, is adapted to promote an heavenly frame. 
Exxxy pious mind hath a ſimilar regard to 
the houſe and -ordinances of Gop, as David the; 


| a * 
man after his own heart. How aimable, ſaid: 


** .he, are thy tabernacles, O Loxp of hoſts! My. 
+ ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts: 


* of the Lok., Bleſſed are they that dwell in! 
. &. thine houſe: They ſhall be till praifing thee» 
My, ſoul chirſteth for Gov, for the living Gop, 


4 


* - 


oth the chriſtian, who devoutly+ 


\ 


\ 


FC 
4 as the hart panteth after tlie watet-brooks, 


When ſhall I come and appear before Gon?! 


He was at'that time denied the -privilege of Gop's 
ſanctuary. This was ſuch a grief, that his tears 


were his meat day and night. He recollected his 


former happineſs, when he went with the mul: 
titude to the houſe of Go, with the voice of joy 
and praiſe.” The-hope of being reſtored to this 
tivilege kept him from deſponding. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul! Why art thou 


t diſquieted within me? Hope in Gon, for 1 


Mall yet praiſe: him.” : Speaking of ſome, with 
whom; he had cultivated a moſt endearing, friend- 
ſhip, he obſerves, #e' took froeet counſeb:together, and 
watked to the bouſe of GoD in company; < one thing 


£ 
«. faid he, have I deſired of the Loxn, that wilt 


<«<-Fſeck after, that I may dwell in the houſe of 


the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 


the beauty of the Loxp, and enquire in his tem- 
t ple.“ Such ſentiments had David of the felicity 
of - thoſe who enjoy the ordinances of Gop's 
ſanctuary- ſuch was his affection to inſtituted 
worſhip. 550 | 107 019. 2 
Wir what readineſs, then, will the devout ſoul 
embrace every opportunity of joining in ſolemn 
worſhip with others who delight to ſerve Gop in 
his temple? What employment can there be more 
noble? more worthy of rational creatures, than 
meeting together to magnify the perfections of 
the great creator and father of all, as they are 
exhibited in his works in his providence and 
vernment of the world---but moſt illuftriouſly 


in redemption ? Can any thing afford ſuch high 
ſatisfaction as fellowfoip with the FATHER, with 41; 
fon JEsus CHRIST, and with one another, in Chril- 
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tian worſhip'? Where is it ſo likely that Gos will! 
manifeſt his glory and gface as in the place here 
he 9 — bis name ? The _—_ o £0 e 


33 " be: * thy — men of . ſenſe and vir- 
= © /tue are not wanting in-their endeavours to K 
| religion in countenance. It hath many friends, 1 
IX, « of whom it need not be id and few 
; enemies, but what do it honor by deſpiſing it. 
1 un appeal to experience. Do not the wiſe ue 
—_— ' ;. « ſober, the honeſt, the faithful in every place 
1 « obſer ve the ſabbach ? And as to thoſe 3 
_* < ſeldom ſeen in any religious aſſemblies. ; ha 
13 ] beſeech you? and what are they? Are they 
— not the very dyegs of all — ? In d 
— Fi life ; «the, vain, the empty and debauched? 
| mong the lower ſort, the lazy and profligate 5 


gf V of all which, it is not eaſy to determine, whether 
* « vice hath made them profane, or profaneneſs 
& hath made them vicious. So true is this, that 
«* were you to go quite through the nation, I am 
«confident, you would meet with few per. 
| * {ons of real integrity and good ſenſe, that ha. 
. 4 bitually neglect the public offices of religion. 
It is, therefore, ſcandalous, as well as criminal, 
4, ta be a ſtranger at the” houſe of GO. 
+ AND as it is highly reaſonable and advantagi- 
3 eus that we worſhip Gop in a public manner, ſo 
= ſome particular time muſt be ſet apart for this 
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* purpoſe. Had mankind been left to their own? 
"| diſcretion in this matter, there would have been 
__— . \ room for. endleſs debate. I Was, therefore, wise 


. N 


{ 


\ 


and kind in the ſovereign, of the world to inter- 


ec AI SY ON do lay, 


( 23 ) 


poſe with his own. authority in this, caſe, point+ 
ing out the day and proportion of time. And 
if it was a good reaſon from the beginning to 
keep a ſeventh day holy to the Lozp, in memory of 
creation, the reaſon is not leſs, for ſetting apart the 
ſame proportion of time in commemoration of re- 
demption---to abſtract ourſelves, as much as poſſi- 
ble, from ſecular concerns, and contemplate thoſe 


of a ſpiritual nature. The ſetting apart one day 
in ſeven for ſacred reſt is, in various reſpects, an 


excellent inſtitution. By keeping up a viſible regard 
to the DRIxv, it hath good influence on men's 
behaviour in civil ſociety. But this is the ſmall- 
eſt part of its ſalutary influence. By this nicans, 
ſuch as are educated in ignorance of Gop are 


brought to his true worſhip; and of Zion it is 


ſaid, this and that man was born in ber. It behoves 

us then to ſet a high value on this day- to conſe- 
crate it to God, our ſoveriegn owner, the proprie. 
tor of our time; and to our redeemer, through 
whom we entertain hope of that r which remain- 
eth to the people of Gop---as an emblem of which 
reſt, that of a ſeventh day is given us. The whole 
day, which is emphatically ſtiled the Loxp's bay, 
{hould be employed in devout meditation and religi- 
ous exerciſes - - unleſs we ſhould be called off to great- 
er duties. For Gop defireth mercy and not ſaceiſice. 
Not but it behoves us to acknowledge Gop e- 
very day---(as I hope you do in your families and 
in ſecret, when you lie down and rife up, and 
whenever you partake of his common bounty.) 


At the ſame time, we may be obliged to greater 


recollection and fixednefs of mind on Gop's holy 
day. and our hearts ſhould then be more enlarg- 
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| acknowledg! 


* thoufands ſtand before the 


« worſhip 


creator and Loxp of the univerſe ? 
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D OAT Worſhip A an univerſally incumbent 


To thee: ſhall all fleſh ns * The 
reaſons, which evince prayer to be à duty, 
evince it to be obligatory on every rational crea- 
ture. All Who are capable of 1 and 

the Gon that made and upholds 
them, and from whom cometh their balbetion, 
come: within the obligation of this duty. It is in- 


Eurnbent, not only on all mankind, who are form- 
ed to ſhew forth the creator's praiſe ; 


but on an- 
gels alſo, who excel in ſtrength: In this they are 
chearfully and inceſſantly employ ed, © Thouſand 
e throne of glory, and 

* ten thouſand times ten thouſand miniſter unto 
him that ſitteth upon it. They fall den and 
him that liveth forever and ever, and 
* caſt their crowns before the throne : They 

hearken to the voice of his word ;” and exe 
cute his commandments with pleaſure, in what- 
ever embaſſes they may be employed in behalf of 
the ſons of men. They pay their homage day 
and night. in his temple, not only to the FATHER 
of heaven and earth, but to the Lams alſo, aſ- 
eribing to him © power, and riches, and wiſdom, 
« and ſtrength, and glory, and honor and bleſl⸗ 
ing.“ and miniſtring, as his meſſengers, to the 
heirs of ſalvation. Shall not all mankind, made 


next in rank to the angels, and under hope of 


mingling in ſociety with them ere long, bear a 
part "with them now in that moſt exalted and de- 
lightful of all employments, the worſhip of tie 
Is there a Petr 
fon that ſuppoſeth himſelf exempt from this duty? 


or, while its obligation is confeſſed, lives in the 
f neg. a of it? We need not ſcruple to ſay, ſuch | 


perion 


| 


( 2s ) 


who are they that 'caft off Fear, if not thoſe whe! 


reſtrain prayer before God? And with whom ſh ſhalt 


we rank fuch, Who; though continually receiving 

bleſſings from Gop,' though preſetved: every mo- 
ment by his viſitation, yet make him no res 
turns have no! ſenſe of infinite obligation 


but practically ſuy, bo is the ALMAGHT V, that we 


fſhou'd ſerve” him'? and what Profit Joould we Have, if 
wwe pray unto him 
* "SHOULD a ſober pagan occaſionally fall into 
many families that call themſelves Chriſtians, and. 
6blerve how the atknowledgment of Gov is ne- 
glected, he would naturally enquire, What ſort of 
religion that is, whoſe 9 live withour the 
acknowledgment of GOD? Tf he formed his fenti- 
ments of it t from their practice, he would at once 
conclude, that paganiſm is preferable to k that 
ſuch a religion could not come from heaven, bur. 
muſt be the device of ſome enemy t to piety and 
virtue. 
- Ox if this ſober heathen, diſcatisted with infer. 
ing the nature of our religion from the conduct 


of ſuch profeſſors, ſhould be induced to look 


into the ſacred books which contain it---he would 
there find the worſnip of the father in ſpirit and 
truth ſtrongly inculcated. He would find the pro- 
miſe of the divine preſence where two or three meet 
for his worſhip. He would find the author of this, 
religion enjoining ſecret devotion, as well as ta. 
milly and public worſhip. (“ But thou, when 
thou prayeſt; enter into thy cloſer,” Kc.) He 
would find this devotion recommended by our 
Lon p's example. He would find that the apoſtles 
followed their ma aſter's pattern herein, He would 


0 2 find 


peiſon hath no fear of *Gop before his eyes. Fer 


* 

—— 
1 
** 
1 
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find the firſt: chriſtians. re ak. the 
dottring, 210 Fellgaſbip, end — 
e they Were Anh. with 


f chat they met lag et her on 0 * img rg 
5r 7 WEEK, {0 reg Fi ee i ye 
Arth "ares 2 5 if Zott. H and rn Wing 


farts. of the Heh 9 0 
ters in ul tive 
thoſe, * ED 


es we "then 9 choice of Go jp our por- 
tion? This is to entertain exalted thoughts of him, 
10 poſſeſſed of infinite perfection. ardently to de- 
re his approbation---to be ambitious of imitating 
Sr heavenly” 90 manifeſt filial ſubmiſſion 


: F * « O, 
$ 4-446 


* 
rr 


n 


= — . ar otonkogpai 
my 15 By * . 4 * N 5 n , 


A 27 | * 
to, End confidence in hin,” Wkateye e uh 4 ten 
1 dency to taiſe, maintain or carte 105 fentiftients 
” Me Giſpoſitio tions of heart, is to be tegarded in the 
 Wwolliip: 6f Gob as 4 mean adapted 't the moſt 
ble ehd. At the ſame time; few and ſimple e- 


ternal religious rites ſcenr beff fuited to in pire a 
Ta. Lon of on X95 which Alls heaven and 


ia tar Pomp and ip len- 
s cer monies, he Both 
got * nor er Fo: delight in. Tlieſe are the 
devices of ſuperſtition or carnal policy: They have 
110 fort of connectiom with purity or CSntrition of 
heart. They rather conduce to fill the mind with 
moſt unworthy thoughts of God, and to lull w 
into carnal ſecurity. Holineſs becomes Gop's bo: 
Forever.” He rehuiveth truth in the inward part. 
ſacrifices are @ broken ſpirit. Chriſtian og A 
inſtituted by dur Lord, is extremely ſimple. In- 
ſtead of the ſacrifices appointed by the nom we are 
required to preſent our bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, 
Acceptable to Gov, which is our REASONABLE ſervidt. 
However plain and important a duty it is to wor- 
ſhip Gop in ſecret, private and public how many 
Prayers ſoever we make---however fervent in them 
i vain do we worſhip bim, provided the general 
frame of our hearts and courſe of our lives agreeth 
not thereto, For he bearetb not finners ; but if 


any 
man be a wor ſhipper of bim, and doth his will, him he 
Bearetb. 


III. Propriety forbids my concluding chis dis 


courſe without a more particular application of the 
ſubject to the occaſion. 


| BzLovsD BRETHREN of this Chriſtian ſociety, 
You are now convened: tO beſeech ALMIGHTY 


Gop 


Gd, that his. eyes may be conſtantly open upon 
he 


ipect to yout Prayers and ſupplications in thigtfane- 


4 


* - EA 


AV 
\ \ \ * 


1 : * 


e this houſe,” efected for his. worſhip-—that be 
would put his name here - and always haye xe- 


7 


tuary.“ An awful providence, attending the ſet- 
din 9 95 houſe of worſhip in your neighbourhood, '. 
is freſh in your minds, Let it mite your gratitude -, 
to the divine, goodneſs, that no ſimilar diſaſter hath « | 
taken place with you. , Hitherto; you have been 
Aignally protected and ſmiled upon in the good 


work of preparing a decent habitation to the hongr 
; of the true Go and the SAVIOR. We rejoice and 
- praiſe. Gop with you this day, that it is ſo far com- 


pleated. Tou have. ſhewn a timely care, and pro- 
ceeded with much, harmony and chearfulneſs, in 
dhis expenſive undertaking. Charity ſuppoſeth you 
have done it from an alfection and reverence to 
goſpel inſtitutions ga 
Wnxx you and your brethren of the other ſo- 
ciety could no longer meet in one place, with con- 
venience, to pay your common acknowledgments to 
the bearer of prayer, you at length agreed to part in 
friendſhip Had you ſeperated on the like grounds 
astheSamearitans from the Fews, I ſhould not have ac- 
FVV CC 
The wildom and piety of thoſe times {the firſt ages of the 
poſpel] thought it not enough barely to devote them [cheir 
charches] to the public ſervices of religion, unleſs they alto ſet 
them apart with folemn rites of a formal dedication, This had 
been an ancient cuſtom both among Jews and Gentiles, as old 
bs Solomon's teinple ; nay, as Mo/es and the tabernacle, When 
i was firſt taken up by chriſtians is not eaſy to determine; oy 
do pot remember to have met with the footſteps of any ſuc 
thing ia any approved writer—till the reign of Confantine, 
n Cavs's chriſtianity, part 1. p. 150. 
1 At Fakhixd ron, Mr. Maat died in a ſer 
days, in conſequence of a wound received from the falling of 
tome timber, Gn ne no TOS 
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cepted your invitation to join) vo 
f this hour to implore che divine blefing d 


to Jeruſulem or mount Gerizzim. be true tool 


L | at worſhip in ſpirit and truth. \ In years: paſt you 


diſſention, as uſual, was: about things of ſmall mo- 
ment. At the height of litigation in ſocieties, the 


parties think, with Jo An, that tliky do well to be 


angry for the gourd Allow them time to cool, an 


they think more juſtly. Let the remembrance of | 


the wormwood and gall be a caution” to you, no 


that ſtrife hath ceaſed, to guard againſt any future 


occaſion of it. Behold how good and how plea- 
* fant it is, for brethren to dwell together! in unity.“ 


Taz propoſals mutually made by the two 


rows upon their parting, to the paſter, ' are 
zudged honourable by your friends abroad. The 
old ſociety of KensincTox hath been regularly 
divided by the legiſlature of the colony. In your 
preſent unſettled ſtate, I would recommend to 


attention our Loxp's compaſſion on the muititudes, 
whom he ſaw fainting, as ſbeep baving no ſhepherd, 


Suffer no root of bitterneſ to ſpring up among you. 


„Let all your things be done with charity. The 


“ Gop of love will then be with you. Pray for 


the peace of Jeruſalem,” For they who tek. 
her proſperity ſhall proſper. 

You have been put in mind, that Gop heareth 
prayer; whence the reaſonableneſs and obligation 
of this duty is clearly deduced. Being permitted 
the free exerciſe of their religion 1s the higheſt 
privilege of a chriſtian people, on which they can- 
not ſet too great a value. Denied it in their native 


. cougerys 


deſign. Under the goſpeh men are not retried 


ve experienced The bitterneſs of Eupen eg ff ü ; 
and opportunity have afforded conviction, that the 
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apr: anceſtors; ſought: it vin am 

ildernefs, furtounded by dener tribesvofl Baf- 
Ibsrians, who would havę / 

e — * * bern a their de. I 
Wheel Nat ns, is now 
8 0 us be;.thankful; that w 
Slg liberties; hitherto, and feryently: 
eee formed | agaikſt-this,' country. 


I * 


21 % 101. Sin 10 aten 2:3, 2% an 
juſtly arm/di:of the ſettlement of a 
en Abe, and — _ the 4 —— 
religion, by a PROTESTANT pr 
gpeged). are informed, 
Perverted to che extors — 2 
* eof. Tis in ocker reſpe&ts Lene 
"God: is refuge for un. Nor ſhould we fuer ou. 
1 yes to doubt, but the ſame Almighty arm, which, 
___ from time to time; yidbly — the errand of } 
aur fathers hither, will 1 ſupport and advance 
ſe.of New - England and Engliſh merica. - 
.<agſe, in other words, of civil and religious 
Aberty, Truſt in bim at all times, Fe er aur 
ut your hearts rr 199 09 09778 | 
Surren the word of be brethren, to 
gerd the g ;ofpel- as an ineſtimable treafure, Be 
| ae meth. it . work effeftually in you, and to 
- "Sranſ{mit. it to poſterity in its purity. To this end, 
Furſale not the aſſembling yourſelves together. Re. 
deve the engrafted word with meckneſs from time to 
eime z aud ſrareh the 1 daily, that your faith 
; n , not in the wiſdom of man, but in * pow- 
f Gov. ©. To. the law, and to the teſtimony : 
+ fff. chey ſpeak-.not. according to this word, it is 
; 2 becauſe there is no light in them.?“ 
1 Being Plented in the ouſe of the Lord, may you | 
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we beſeech thee: O Lonp, we beſeech thee; ſend now 


' flouriſh in the courts of our Gov, and h 
the good things of his holy temple : Ever think of 


| that perſon were 


* 
ud 


his loving-kindneſs here. May your vows and 
offerings, in all times to come, obtain his accept- 
ance t rough the MepiaTos. en the Logp 
writeth up the people, may it be ſaid, that this and 

e. We wiſh you, and 
yours, and the children to be born, the beſt bleſſings 
out of the houſe of Loxp. Save now, O Logp, 


proſperi . 
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